Memo

To: The Atherton Planning Commission

From: Sally D Bentz-Dalton, Town Arborist

CC:  Stephanie B-DavisRadha Hayagreev, PrineipalSenior Planner
Date: 4/22/207/26/23

Re:  -Tree Protection Zone (TPZ) Exception 35 Isabella

I have reviewed the application at 35 Isabella +-Edge-Rd—aand offer the following observations and
recommendation for your review:

The applicant is applying for TPZ exceptions for the following trees:

Request 1:
Tree #7 — 7.85x for a proposed ADU

4.6% of the 10x TPZ

Request 2:
Tree #9 — 6x for a proposed ADU

5.28% of the 10x TPZ

An arborist report inventory was conducted for this site by Dsoto Tree &Arborist Services

Tree #7 — 32” dbh — Quercus lobata — Valley Oak — Good overall condition, minor dead branches, or twigs.
Tree #9 — 45 dbh - Quercus lobata — Valley Oak — Neighbor tree. Minor evidence of structural defect.

The private arborist did not submit in the report the impact of the proposed project on tree #7 or #9 or photos.

The applicant wishes to build a new 1200 square feet ADU. the proposed foundation is a pier-supported
structural slab (over a void form) so there should be minimal direct root damage as a result of excavation. The

piers will be 16" in diameter, no more than 20' deep, and approximately 12' center-to-center.

Request #1:

They are proposing the location of the ADU to be 24’ away from tree #7. The current structure is 63’ away.




They are asking for 7.85x away TPZ exception. This is just under 8x staff exception. The tree is in good
health, has a good rating for construction impact and because of the foundation type I can recommend 7.85x
away for the proposed ADU.

Request #2:

The applicant is proposing the new ADU location to be 22’ away or 6x away. The applicant is proposing the
structure to be no closer than the existing pool house.

The applicant stated that the neighbor has been contacted and a letter of support is forthcoming. No letter has
been received at the time of this memo.

If approved, landscape screening will be required to screen ADU from neighbor and vice-versa.

If roots are encountered during foundation install and roots over 3” are encountered, then pier locations need to

move to avoid the roots. The private arborist will be required to be on site for foundation work.

I can recommend the 6x if the structure does not cause any additional impacts to the neighbor’s tree, then the
current structure does, the neighbor provides support of the project and private arborist is on site and no roots
over 3” are cut.
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The following are requirements as part of the recommendation:

Private arborist on site during foundation work.

Hand excavation only within 8x TPZ.

Mulch should cover all bare soil within the tree protection fencing. This material must be 6-8 inches in

depth after spreading, which must be done by hand. Coarse wood chips are preferred because they are

organic and degrade naturally over time.

Sufficient tree protection of the two trees during demo and install.

_TFhe-applicant-wishes-to-] can recommend the exceptions based on the criteria below from Section 2.2 B. 2.

The probability of failure which is a function of heritage tree and site conditions such as, but not limited to,

structural defects, presence of disease, species history, age or remaining life span, and varying weather conditions.






‘| Commented [MOU1]: Is this intended to be 7 feet away
from the tree or actually a 7x TPZ? If a 7x TPZ can you
specify what that distance is?

The information included in this memo is believed to be true and based on sound arboricultural principles and
practices.

Sincerely,

Sally Bentz
Town Arborist;



-Certified Arborist WE#9238AM




